AN EARLY HISTORY OF THE PIONEER PHOENIX CHURCH AND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Chureh wag firat held in a converted blacksmith shop in the pines near the 
eemetary, The beams were hand hewn in 1862 and for many. years the bell which 
now hangs in the present church, called worshiperg each Sunday. A psinting 

of this original church now hangs in the Fireside room, It was painted by 

Mona Ferns. At first there was no resident pastor but church was held every 
Sunday regardless with the elders finding qualified speakers. In 1852 Rev. 
Moses Allen Williams, commonly known in the valley as Father Williaus, came to 
serve the church. He organized 6 valley churches during his ministry here, In 
1857 the people expressed a Presbyterian preference, and the Mother church at 
Jacksenville was established. On June 5 1871 the first Church edifice belonging: 
to and the first building owned by the local organization was dedicated at 
Phoenix, Rev A.L. Linsay preached the first sermon with Rev. Williams also 
participating. The Presbyterian Church (formal organization) was founded 

Aug. 29. 1875 when 16 people left the mother church at Jacksonville to form the 
Phoenix Church, Original members were S.D,. Van Dyke, Emerson E, Gore Mary E. 
Gore Malvina Gore, Ida Gore, Susan Robinson Isabel Rose , Sarah Van Dyke, 

L. Sergent, Ivlon Colver, Nancy Anderson Crane and Amanda Crane. The first 
children baptized bore the surname Mathes; given names being Harry G; Bertha Ls 
Mary S3; George, William and Jessie A. The First trustees were? Clark 
Taylor, Williem Mathes and E.E. Gore. The Rev. Williams stayed as minister for 
7 years, .Tho first Elders were E.E, Gore and S.D, Van Dyke. 

The present building was built in 192% and dedicatedEaster Sunday April 1 
1928. In 1927 The First Methodist Church of Ashland gave us a Pipe organ which 
is now in the Jacksonville Museum, and Mrs H.W, Frame who had sung profession 
ally became choir director and organist. Ministers who served are too numerous 
to list in our Limited space so we will content our selves with a few highlites. 
Father Willians died on Dec 11, 1897. Three weeks prior to his death he said 
Q Marriage cerencny, slthough it meant his romaining seated, It is said he. ~ 
married more couples than any other minister in this aree, He is buried at 
Jacksonville in the Hoffman plot. The first plans for the present church 
were paid for by T,V, Willians(an Episcopalian) The motion to build a complete 
plant was made by J.O.N. Poling cost to be $18,000 dollars , despite volunteer 
labor final costs were $25,000, Money for the building fund was raised in part 
by Maggie and Jiggs dinners, Mrs J.W. Watkins sold home made bread. Mrs Bert 
Inman had many projects one of which won 60 dollars at the fair for the build- 
ing fund. During the years Elva Caster Claflin organized a Junior Choir,1926. 
Mrs GE, Carpenter directed 25 voice High School Choir. For 40 years Mrs 
Lily D, Blackwood raised and.carried flowers to the church until 1952. The 

white baskets in use today are baskets she used and donated, The green ones 
were donated by Mrs Carpenter. Present members in good standing with 35 
or more years of service are, Florence Drake 1916, Bill Hunter 1920, Elva 
Claflin 1922, De%uctaad Gladys Sloan 1925, Jennie Hensler 1925, Kathrine 
Stancliff 1928, Alice Swingle 1928, Gweneth—Poling Lawrence 1929. Honorable 
rooae to former members now of Medford; Nellie Poling 1921, Bessie Young 
° 

This is the Church's creed: 

We acknowledge that without Our Father we could 
do nothing, Our goal for the future is to be found worthy. To be used by Him 
who created us in His great and perfect plan for the Redecmed." 


The above notes were taken fron the records Nellie Poling Lovingly recorded 
in her ledger that the history of the church might be preserved, More 
comprehensive information oould be obtained from her, There are many who 

ea faithfully their God and Church who due to space we could nct mention 
OTe» 


